Choosing a Confirmation Sponsor
Historically, sponsors were those Christians who presented their friends as candidates for Christian Initiation. When infant Baptism came into practice, it was usually the parents who presented their children to the community, godparents being chosen in case the parents could not fulfill their responsibilities. According to the new Code of Canon Law, if the Baptismal godparents are practicing Catholics, they are preferred as Confirmation Sponsors because of the unity of Baptism and Confirmation, however other practicing Catholics may be chosen as Confirmation sponsors. 

Confirmands will be required to write a letter to their sponsor, detailing why they chose him or her and what will be expected of them as a sponsor during the upcoming year of preparation. 
Here are some things to remember when choosing your sponsor.
· Confirmation sponsors must be mature in their faith and at least 16 years old, which means he or she must be comfortable answering questions you might have and sharing his or her faith with you.

· Sponsors must have received the sacrament of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation.

· A parent may not be a child’s sponsor.

· If the sponsor is married, he or she must be in a valid marriage, according to the Catholic Church.

· The sponsor certificate should be included in the sponsor letter should be sent back to Holy Family by November 1st 2014.

Sponsors will be asked to:

· Spend time with the candidates, sharing their faith and how the teachings of the Church relate to their own lives.

· Sign the form at the bottom of this page.

· Attend the rehearsal, and Rite of Confirmation, to be scheduled at a later date.
Confirmation Sponsor Information 

Confirmation Candidate Name___________________________________________________

Sponsor’s name_______________________________________________________________

Sponsor’s relationship to the candidate_____________________________________________

Sponsor’s address _____________________________________________________________

Sponsor’s Telephone Number____________________________________________________

Sponsor’s email address ________________________________________________________

Sponsor’s church (include city) __________________________________________________

Name of pastor at sponsor’s church________________________________________________

Year and place of sponsor’s Confirmation __________________________________________
Thank you for asking me to play such an important role in your life.  As a representative of the larger Catholic community, I promise to support you, guide you, and listen to you in the best way possible and I agree to the following in my role as your sponsor:

1. I will be available by phone or in person to discuss my faith with you I will try to answer any questions you may have.

2. I promise to share with you the answers to any questions you may have about my faith experiences and about any struggles I have had or am having in my faith journey.

3. I will attend the rehearsal for and the celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation. If I am unable to attend these events, a family member will stand in my place.
4. I promise to continually pray for you, for your spiritual growth, and for your decision concerning the celebration of Confirmation.

5. I promise to support your parents in helping you live a full Catholic-Christian life.

6. I promise to support you in your commitment to the Holy Spirit.
_________________________________________




_______________

Signature of Sponsor








Date
